November 2017
Last month
On 11th October at the Community Room, Totnes Fire Station, Coronation Road, Totnes,
TQ9 5DF we had a session aimed at beginners on beeswax. On the evening, we showed
how beeswax can be salvaged and what it can be used for.
On 29th October we also had the South Devon Beekeepers Convention at the Aerial Centre,
Totnes, with 100 delegates attending. The morning session involved Marin Anastasov giving
a fascinating talk on ‘How Bees Learn’. Marin explained how bees use information about
their environment so they can be efficient nectar and pollen gatherers. This was followed by
David Evans giving a talk on ‘Deformed Wing Virus’ and Varroa and what strategies are
being developed to control this problem.
After lunch we had Simon Croson showing more of his award winning photography, this time
from beekeeping in Nepal. Finally, Will Steynor gave a talk on time saving inventions for the
practical beekeeper. We were all shown how to make hives from plywood and how to modify
standard equipment to help save time. I’m sure a number of the delegates will now have a
winter project to undertake, as a result of Will’s talk.
There were also numerous trade stands, as well as the book stall, all of which were selling
their goods at convention prices. Ian and Ruth Homer also had a stand illustrating the
excellent work they undertook earlier this year with the International Meeting of Young
Beekeepers. One of their photos showed a young Israeli and Palestinian beekeeper working
together. Who would have thought that beekeeping would be able to break down such
political barriers?
Our thanks go to all those involved with organising the event and making it happen. There
is not enough room to mention everyone involved here, but we would particularly like to
thank Lilah and Chris Killock and Jane Ducker for all their hard work. Some photos from the
day are included on the following page.
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This month
Devon Apiculture Research Group, Lunch, Lecture, AGM 12.00 Noon on 4th November
at Furzleigh Mill Hotel, Buckfastleigh lunch followed by a talk by Pam Hunter on ‘Pollen, the
Miracle Food’. This will be followed by tea and the AGM at 4.30pm. For further details contact
Chris Utting at chrisutting@btinternet.com or 01237 474 500.
Beekeeping Beginners Course 7.00pm on 16th November. This course is intended for
new beekeepers and for those with some experience who wish to obtain a good
grounding in the theory and practice of beekeeping. This session concentrates on The
Hive. Theory classes will be held at St Luke’s Church, Plymouth Road, Buckfastleigh
TQ11 0DA.
Celebrity Lecture and Bring and Buy & Branch AGM 2.30pm on 19th November at St
Luke’s Church, Plymouth Road, Buckfastleigh TQ11 0DA. Guest speaker is Ken
Basterfield who holds the highest UK bee-keeping qualification, the National Diploma in
Beekeeping. Ken’s talk will be on honey processing and will cover warming, filtration,
seeding and making soft set honey.

Ken Basterfield

There will also be a bring and buy stall for members to sell on small items of surplus
equipment, etc. This is an ideal opportunity to clear out your store and make a few pounds,
or for you to buy equipment from fellow beekeepers at low cost. Please ensure your items
are labeled with your name and the sale price. The branch takes no commission from any
sales and all monies go direct to the vendor. If anyone would like to bring some cake, biscuits
to make it more of an occasion that would also be greatly appreciated.
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Coming Up
Beekeeping Beginners Course 7.00pm on 21st December. This course is intended for
new beekeepers and for those with some experience who wish to obtain a good
grounding in the theory and practice of beekeeping. This session concentrates on The
Queen. Theory classes will be held at St Luke’s Church, Plymouth Road, Buckfastleigh
TQ11 0DA. See attached flyers for details.
Beeswax Candles & Glass Moulds 7.00pm on 16th January 2018 at South Brent Village
Hall, Station Approach, South Brent TQ10 9AQ. Will Steynor will give a practical
demonstration on making beeswax candles, with an emphasis on using glass moulds.
There’s no charge, but a small donation towards the cost of refreshments is always
appreciated.

Notices
Branch Website
Our branch website is now up and running and can be accessed from either of the addresses
below.
http://beekeepingsouthdevon.uk/
http://www.totnesandkingsbridgebeekeepers.com/
Membership Forms for 2018
Membership renewals are due by end of this calendar year. Please find enclosed our
membership form for 2018. Please can you return sooner rather than later, to ease the work
for your membership secretary and treasurer over the Christmas break.
Ashburton Garden Association
Ashburton Garden Association would like a speaker for their meeting on 13th June 2018. If
you are able to help, please contact Judi Staffs on judistaffs@talktalk.net or 07584 076258.
Community Beekeeping at Buckfast Abbey
Buckfast Abbey will be continuing their beekeeping workshops, starting in March 2018. We
will provide details of the events nearer the time. Full details can be found on the website
www.buckfast.org.uk However, if you would have any questions then, please contact Clare
Densley direct on cdensley@buckfast.org.uk or Mob: 07944 504283.
Help Wanted with Branch Events
Do you want to see Totnes & Kingsbridge Beekeepers holding regular branch events where
you can learn more about bees and beekeeping and/or get to know fellow beekeepers?
Organising meetings with talks and/or demonstrations, or social get-togethers is not too
arduous a job and one that does not involve a large time commitment unless all the work for
all events falls to one person, as has happened in the past when we have appointed an
Events Organiser from amongst the Branch Committee members.

4

For the twelve months December 2017 to November 2018 we'd like to spread the load
among the general membership. Anyone volunteering to organise a one-off event will not
be expected to join the Branch Committee or be responsible for any events in the future. It's
a one-off commitment. Could you undertake to organise just one event between December
2017 and November 2018? It could be one of our monthly meetings in January or March or
September or October for a talk or demo. Why not hold it locally to you (and make it
convenient for other branch members in your area), perhaps in a local village hall or school?
Or would you like to organise a social event this coming December in time for Christmas: a
buffet supper with quiz, question and answer forum, or other entertainment perhaps? (We
already have a volunteer to organise the Branch's annual dinner in February 2018.)
What is involved? You find the Hall, speaker/demonstrator, helpers (if necessary) and
organise the refreshments, and decide whether to charge. You open up and close down
and handle the money. We have a budget for hall hire, speaker fees, etc, and will help you
finalise your ideas. You make sure the branch newsletter contains details. If for some
reason you later find that you need help or someone to take over, rest assured a Branch
Committee member will have the responsibility to support you and, if needed, step in.
Perhaps you would like to liaise with another Branch for a joint meeting, or organise a visit
to a member's apiary (it could be your own) in the summer months?
It would be great to have someone take charge of organising the Branch Apiary's Opening
Day in late April, or our Totnes Show stand in late July? We also have bigger events like
the Branch Honey Show or the South Devon Beekeepers' Convention in Autumn 2018.
(These last two do require a considerable time commitment). You don't have to be an
experienced beekeeper to do any of the tasks above. Organising events is a great way of
getting to know new people. All that is required are some basic communication skills and a
lot of enthusiasm!
Interested? Want more information before committing yourself? Email
bees.westlakedevon@gmail.com or speak to any Branch Committee member.

Grant:
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Branch Committee
President: Rod Saffery, 01803 762532, rodsaffery@gmail.com
Chairman: Graham Brown, 01364 642787, graham.brown@gmx.us
Vice-Chairman: Jeremy Wells, 01364 72180, jeremy.ena@gmail.com
Secretary: Grant Elliott, 01752 894094, bees.westlakedevon@gmail.com
Treasurer: John Harler 01364 642517, fire221@btinternet.com
Auditor: Grant Elliott, 01752 894094, bees.westlakedevon@gmail.com
Branch Trustee: Grant Elliott, 01752 894094, bees.westlakedevon@gmail.com
Membership Secretary: Grant Elliott, 01752 894094, bees.westlakedevon@gmail.com
Bee Diseases Insurance: Grant Elliott, 01752 894094, bees.westlakedevon@gmail.com
Social Secretary: Joe McGuckin 01803 863969 swbrickworksvcs@aol.com
Honey Show Secretary: Susan Martin, 01752 894094, susan.westlakedevon@gmail.com
Off the Comb Editor: Grant Elliott, 01752 894094, bees.westlakedevon@gmail.com
Education Officer: Kevin Gillard, 01548 810148, fonso@tiscali.co.uk
Publicity Officer: Jeremy Wells, 01364 72180, jeremy.ena@gmail.com
Apiary Team Leader: Graham Brown, 01364 642787, graham.brown@gmx.us
Apiary Assistants: Steve Summers, Mark Elliot-Smith, Lilah Killock
Webmaster: Position Vacant
Other members of the Committee: Lesley Bird, Mark Elliot-Smith, Nick Grech-Cini, John
Hart, Lilah Killock
Website for branch news: No longer up and running.
Need help? Ken Basterfield holds the highest UK bee-keeping qualification, the National
Diploma in Beekeeping, and if you feel in need of some instant advice, you can telephone
him on 01404 815885. Two of our most experienced beekeepers, John Harler in Buckfast
(01364 642517) and Jeremy Wells in South Brent (01364 72180), are happy to be contacted
at short notice by any member needing practical help and/or advice.

Totnes & Kingsbridge Beekeepers is a branch of Devon Beekeepers Association
Registered charity no 270675.
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